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Mr. Chairman,

Indonesia welcomes you as the Chair of this 13th Session and believes that with your able leadership we will move forward for concrete outcomes. Indonesia also wishes to convey sincere appreciation to the WIPO Secretariat for the drafts gap analysis on the protection traditional knowledge (TK) and traditional cultural expression (TCE), which were issued to support the continuing process of IGC-GRTKF. We fully believe these documents enable us to not only comprehensively understand but also to effectively attain conformity on these issues.


At the outset, Indonesia aligns itself with the statement by Pakistan made on behalf of the Asian Group.


Indonesia considers the development of an international legally binding instrument or instruments is a vital element to protect as well as promote TK and the respect of established indigenous traditions and intangible cultural heritage.  


We have taken note of the progress which has been achieved so far. Nevertheless, we view that the process is rather slow. Based on that reason, we are now expecting a more productive process and concrete outcomes at this session of IGC-GRTKF, particularly to have an international legally binding instrument or instruments by the end of this decade.

Mr. Chairman,

Indonesia reaffirms the Asian Group endorsement on the African Group proposal to hold inter-sessional expert meetings on specific issues.

We also acknowledged the proposal submitted by the African Group which considers the factual extractions under the ten issues on TK and TCE as main instrument to expedite the establishment of a desired international legally binding instrument or instruments. In this regard, the Group has presented ‘a way forward’ views which expectantly able to converging divergences among Members on the ten issues.


Mr. Chairman,

Working in concerted efforts are indeed necessary. Therefore, Indonesia wishes to recall the Jubilee Anniversary of Asian-African Conference in Indonesia at the year of 2005 where more than 100 Head of States/Governments endorsed, through the Joint Ministerial Statement of the New Asian-African Strategic Partnership Plan of Action adopted in Jakarta, Indonesia on 20 April 2005, on the importance of the protection of GRTKF. They specifically stressed the need to take concrete and practical measures to maximize the benefits arising from the protection of intellectual property rights by advancing the protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions, Traditional Knowledge, and Genetic Resources.

Furthermore, in June 2007, the Asian African countries have already adopted the Bandung Declaration on the Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions, Traditional Knowledge and Genetic Resources. In line with the Declaration, the Asian African countries reiterate that there are urgent needs to take measures to prevent all forms of misuse, distortion, and misappropriation of GRTKF. The Asian African countries also wish to expedite the establishment of internationally legally binding instruments inclusive of sui generic mechanisms on GRTKF. 
Mr. Chairman,


It is my delegation’s hope that any issues relating to the gap analysis and the pertinent amendments and additions thereof will be resolved during this session of IGC-GRTKF. It is also important not to disregard the ten issues on TK and TCE which have been extracted since the 11th session of IGC-GRTKF in order to expedite the establishment of a desired international legally binding instrument or instruments. 


By way of conclusion, my delegation would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm its commitment to the efforts aimed at the establishment of an international legally binding instrument or instruments in coping with the protection of genetic resources, TK and TCE as a whole. Indonesia will continue to support the mandate of the IGC in order that it may further these objectives.


Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

